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BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

SCUBA Merit Badge Program 

at the RiverWinds Community Center
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The RiverWinds Community Center in West Deptford Township is proud to be able to offer the BSA SCUBA Merit Badge to scouters in the Delaware Valley. Our SCUBA Merit Badge Counselor, Jim Kupper, is registered through the Old Colony District of Southern New Jersey Council. He is a *Professional Association of Diving Instructors (PADI) certified course director, and a specialty instructor for Nitrox, wreck diving, deep diving, and night diving, along with eleven other specialties. Aside from his involvement with DAN, the Divers Alert Network, and his work as a CPR, AED, First Aid, and Emergency Oxygen Administration instructor, Mr. Kupper has over fifteen years experience as a SCUBA instructor, has certified hundreds of people in the sport, and owns Ocean Spirit Aquatics, a LLC dive shop in West Deptford Township. Learn more about OSA at OceanSpiritAquatics.com. *PADI is recognized by the Boy Scouts of America as an accredited provider of SCUBA education.
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ABOUT THE BADGE Like other Merit Badges, the SCUBA Diving Merit Badge has been developed to teach and train youth in a manner consistent with the overall goals and values of the Boy Scouts of America. Unlike many other merit badges, the SCUBA Diving critical prerequisites, knowledge, and skills are not itemized in the requirements nor adequately covered in any BSA document. The requirement to earn Open Water Dive Certification means the scout must, while completing the badge at RiverWinds, meet training requirements set by outside agencies and must supplement the material in the BSA pamphlet with a entry-level SCUBA Diver manual; PADI literature is provided while at RiverWinds. All phases of SCUBA instruction – classroom, pool, and open water training – comply with minimum training standards for entry-level SCUBA certification adopted by the American National Standards Institute and/or the United States Recreational SCUBA Training Council. The Boy Scouts of America acknowledges these standards by limiting SCUBA instruction only to instructors trained through, sanctioned by, and in good standing with a recognized SCUBA agency. Merit Badge Counselor Jim Kupper meets and exceeds these requirements in all aspects, following training protocols established by PADI, which may provide limitations or special provisions based on medical conditions, age, or other factors. For scouters under the age of fifteen, this will include restrictions for maximum depth, buddies, and supervision ratios.
© Boy Scouts of America and the RiverWinds Community Center
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ABOUT THE PROGRAM The RiverWinds Community Center is able to provide a comprehensive program in which participants are able to obtain all necessary instruction, classroom, pool, and open water instruction, gear, and literature, all from one source. Badge completion and certification take place over the course of six total days: Day 1, at RiverWinds, includes an approximately ninety minute Orientation, where participants learn about the course, obtain their Crew Pack, receive medical forms, and contribute to roundtable discussions regarding First Aid, the SCUBA Diver’s Code, aquatic ecosystems, and career opportunities in the SCUBA industry. Days 2 through 4, also at RiverWinds, are combination days in the classroom and 12’ Lap Pool, where scouters enter the water to learn basic skills and return to land for theory later in the day. Days 5 through 6 are held at Dutch Springs outdoor recreation facility in Bethlehem, PA, as students complete their four open water check-out dives in the quarry. Camping amenities are available to scouters or troops who wish to take advantage of the services on site. Individual scouters and/or troops have the option of enrolling in one of RiverWinds’ pre-existing SCUBA programs in order to complete the badge, or, as time, space, and instructor availability allow, may elect to set up private instruction. 
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PROGRAM FEES SCUBA in an intensive, multifaceted, multi-facility program with fees for different portions of the activity. A $300 per participate fee is paid in advance and in full to the RiverWinds Community Center in order to enroll in the program, which covers all classroom and pool sessions, the BSA SCUBA Merit Badge Pamphlet, and all SCUBA equipment rentals. An additional $250 is required to complete the four check-out dives at the quarry, as well as $72 for the two-day admission to Dutch Springs ($36 per day). If scouters/troops elect to camp overnight at the quarry, the facility charges $5 per night. The total amounts to $622 per scouter. As a high adventure sport with an emphasis on safety, these fees are constitute a significant investment on behalf of the scouter; RiverWinds has done everything possible to provide the best, safest program to scouters at the lowest possible price. After extensive research, prices have been set in order to ensure that fees are lower than any other SCUBA certification in the Delaware Valley, though there is an understanding that the cost can still be prohibitive. Scouters and troops are encouraged to fundraise during the calendar year and complete their SCUBA Merit Badge and certification during late spring or early summer, as a capstone activity as the weather and water warm. Scouters and troops are responsible for the purchase of the actual badge for their uniforms. Scout Masters should also furnish Blue Cards for all scouter participants.
WHO CAN PARTICIPATE Scouters ages eleven through eighteen may participate. Parents, siblings, and friends also have the ability to complete their SCUBA certifications alongside scouters, though their participation is not separate from any additional information, skills, or activities exclusive to advancement requirements. All participants, and in most cases, their parent(s), must have signed a Agreement and Release of Liability through RiverWinds, as well as a completed Merit Badge Counsel Request Form completed by their leader or scoutmaster prior to their admission into the program. Other documents such as medical forms are provided by the Merit Badge Counselor at Orientation and must be completed in full prior to the first in-water class. (Eleven year old scouters will change students to instructor ratios: participants will be asked to identify age upon booking in order to ensure an appropriate staffing of the program.)
REQUIREMENTS
1.) Do the following:

(a.) Show that you know first aid for injuries or illnesses that could occur while scuba diving, including hypothermia, hyperventilation, squeezes, decompression illness, nitrogen narcosis, motion sickness, fatigue, overexertion, heat reactions, dehydration, injuries by aquatic life, and cuts and scrapes.
(b.) Identify conditions that must exist before performing CPR on a person, and explain how to recognize such conditions. Demonstrate the proper technique for performing CPR using a training device approved by your counselor.

2.) Before completing requirements 3 through 6, earn the Swimming Merit Badge.

3.) Discuss the SCUBA Diver’s Code with your merit badge counselor, and explain the importance of each guideline to a SCUBA divers safety.

4.) Earn an Open Water Dive Certification from a SCUBA organization recognized by the Boy Scouts of America SCUBA policy.

5.) Explain what an ecosystem is, and describe four aquatic ecosystems a diver might experience.

6.) Find out about three career opportunities in the SCUBA industry. Pick one and find out the education, training, and experience required for this profession. Discuss this with your counselor, and explain why this profession might interest you.

SCUBA DIVER’S CODE According to the BSA SCUBA Merit Badge, the SCUBA Diver’s Code is as follows:



A scout – 

· maintains good mental and physical health for SCUBA diving,

· keeps his dive skills sharp through continuing education,

· seeks professional orientation prior to diving at unfamiliar dive locations,

· adheres to the buddy system throughout every dive,

· uses complete, well-maintained, and reliable equipment with which he is familiar,

· always dives no deeper than the recommended depth for his certification level and experience,
· always follows the time limits listed by the special dive tables or a dive computer for a particular depth,

· is a SAFE Diver (Slowly Ascends From Every Dive) and makes a safety stop at fifteen feet for three minutes at the end of each dive prior to surfacing,

· breaths properly while diving, never holding his breath or skipping breathing,
· knows and obeys local diving laws and regulations, including fish and game laws and dive-flag laws,

· and understands and respects aquatic life, considers how his interactions affect it, and dives carefully to protect fragile aquatic ecosystems.

Read more at http://wiki.answers.com/Q/What_is_the_SCUBA_Divers_Code#ixzz1SqSXFMzj

TENTATIVE PROGRAM OUTLINE
Instructor reserves the right to alter the outline as necessary due to weather conditions, pool maintenance conditions, necessary study time, group behavior, et cetera.

Day 1 – Orientation

1.) Participants Watch SCUBA Power Point Presentation

2.) Counselor Distributes PADI Course Materials

3.) Participants Sign Medical Forms and Liability Releases

4.) Participants Provide Counselor with Gear Sizes

Days 2 – Pool and Classroom Session
1.) 8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Pool Activities

a.) 200 yard Swim in Any Stroke with No Time Limit

b.) 10 Minute Treat/Float

c.) Equipment Orientation, Set Up, and Care


i.) How to Assemble a SCUBA Unit with Cylinder, BCD, and Regulator

ii.) How to Clean and Store Gear After Usage


d.) Skill Instruction and Review



i.) Proper Underwater Breathing Techniques



ii.) Regulator Recovery



iii.) Mask Flood and Clear



iv.) Alternate Air Source Use 



v.) Underwater Buoyancy Control

2.) 12:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. (lunch break between 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.)

a.) Chapters One and Two of the PADI Manual 


i.) Physics of Diving


ii.) SCUBA Equipment


iii.) Ocean diving Conditions


iv.) Knowledge Review


v.) Video Viewing


vi.) Chapter 1 quiz (10 questions)


vii.) Chapter 2 quiz (10 questions)

b.) Review the SCUBA Divers Code

Days 3 – Pool and Classroom Session

1.) 8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Pool Activities

a.) Proper Buddy Techniques for Preparing for a Dive

b.) Deep Water Entries


i.) Seated Entries


ii.) Giant Stride Entry


iii.) Roll Back Entry

c.) Surface Swimming with SCUBA and Snorkels

d.) Out of Air Safety Drills

e.) Mask Replacement and Clearing

f.) Tired Diver Towing

2.) 12:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. (lunch break between 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.)

a.) Chapters Three and Four of the PADI Manual 


i.) Diver Safety


ii.) Assisting Other Divers in an Emergency


iii.) Dive Table Theory to Prevent Decompression Sickness (“The Bends”)


iv.) Knowledge Review


v.) Video Viewing


vi.) Chapter 3 quiz (10 questions)


vii.) Chapter 4 quiz (10 questions)

b.) Demonstrate CPR and First Aid skills

Days 4 – Pool and Classroom Session

1.) 8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Pool Activities

a.) Snorkeling Skills

b.) In-Water Equipment Removal

c.) Replacement and Buoyancy Control Skills

2.) 12:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. (lunch break between 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.)

a.) Chapter Five of the PADI Manual 


i.) Additional Dive Table Theory

ii.) The Importance of Continuing Education

iii.) Knowledge Review


iv.) Video Viewing

v.) Video Viewing


vi.) Final Exam (50 questions)

b.) Submit Information Regarding Ecosystems and Careers in SCUBA
Days 5 through 6 – Open Water Checkout Dives

1.) Two Open Water Dives Per Day

a.) Students Duplicate Pool Skills in Open Water
b.) Compass Navigation

c.) Fish Identification

d.) Safety Stops

At the conclusions of the successful completion of all six days, the SCUBA Merit Badge Counselor will sign the scouters Blue Card and issue to his SCUBA Certification Card.
OTHER INFORMATION

RiverWinds Community Center

1000 RiverWinds Drive, West Deptford, NJ 08086 

(856) 251-0990 x103 

www.RiverWinds.org

Ocean Spirit Aquatics


530 Crown Point Road Unit A, West Deptford, NJ 08086


(856) 202-5402


www.OceanSpiritAquatics.com

Dutch Springs 

4733 Hanoverville Road, Bethlehem, PA 18020 
(610) 759-2270 
www.DutchSprings.com 
